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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORY TAPESTRIES 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.04 am]:  I am pleased 
to advise the house about the Western Australian History Tapestries, which I launched last week at the 
Constitutional Centre of Western Australia.  The design of the five magnificent tapestries was conceived by 
Cassandra Londré, who worked closely with the Battye Library and The West Australian to collect the images.   
The tapestries present a kaleidoscope of images representing the growth and development of this state since the 
Swan River Colony was settled in 1829.  The main tapestry gives a broad overview of the past 177 years of 
Western Australian history.  The centrepiece is a map of the state filled with the faces of young Western 
Australians who reflect our culturally diverse society.  The four smaller tapestries each have a theme related to 
the key historical developments of opening up the land, immigration and settlement, developing our resources, 
and setting up the democratic system of which we are so proud. 
The Western Australian History Tapestries project was commissioned by the Constitutional Centre for $39 000 
to cover the cost of the special loom, materials and travel.  All labour on the project was provided on a voluntary 
basis.  The weaving was undertaken by a volunteer group of eight very talented women calling themselves 
Tapestry in Company.  This group, led by chief weaver Toni Potulski, worked at their looms three days a week 
for a total of 7 000 hours to complete the project.   
This is an impressive achievement.  I pay tribute to Toni Potulski and her team of weavers: Lissi Asmussen, 
Stephanie Cantoni, Florinda da Cruz, Fay Forsyth, Jan Hunter, Karen Venard and Connie Ward.  The tapestries 
are a lasting and very special way to represent the story of Western Australia.  They are now on permanent 
display at the Constitutional Centre of Western Australia as part of an exhibition on the history of this great state.  
I urge all members of Parliament and the public to make the time to visit the Constitutional Centre here in West 
Perth to view this exhibition and the Western Australian History Tapestries.  I congratulate everybody involved 
in the production of the tapestries. 
 


